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ARTICLE I - PURPOSE

The purpose of this co-ed softball league is to provide Christian men and women an opportunity to
enjoy the sport of softball together. This league will focus on honoring Christ, good sportsmanship,
and fun for all during competition. The focus of this program is and always will be about Christian
fellowship among orthodox Christian churches. Therefore the rules and regulations will reflect
the focus of fellowship rather than extreme competition.

ARTICLE II - RULES

All players should review the ASA rules. The official Amateur Softball Association Rules
(specifically the co-ed rules, where applicable) will govern all games except where this document
states otherwise. Specific rules and exceptions are as follows:

All players must be age 18 by the last day of the tournament (or the last day of June.)

Co-ed softball consists of 10 players on the field, 4 in the infield, 4 in the outfield, 1 catcher
and 1 pitcher. Teams will play 5 males and 5 females on the field.

Each team must have a minimum of 12 players & maximum of 18 players on your roster.
On your roster, you aren’t required to have an even number of males and females.

Teams must have an equal number of males & females in the outfield, and in the infield.
The pitcher and catcher must be opposite gender as well. You do not have to alternate
males and females with respect to field position.

Teams may, but are not required, bat their entire roster on the lineup as long as the
following rules are met: The batting order must alternate between male and female batters
(e.g. male, female, male, female, etc...) A person must always bat in the same order. Ifa
team has more players than can fit into the above conditions for a batting order, those extra
players may be substituted in during the game under normal substitution rules.
REMEMBER - the batting order cannot change once it has been established.

If a team has fewer than 5 males or 5 females in their batting lineup, an out will be
declared when the missing male or female is supposed to be at bat. A team playing 4 males
and 4 females will only be required to take ONE out for the absence of the 5th male and 5th
female (not one out each).

The game may begin or end with fewer than 10 players, but there must be at least 8 players
to start the game and at least 4 must be male and 4 must be female. When and if another
player arrives, that player must be inserted at the end of the line-up with the batting order
still alternating as mentioned above.
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e The batting order of each team showing the players first and last name must be on the
lineup card and delivered to the opposing team before the start of the game. The batting
order must be followed throughout the game unless a player is injured. The first batter in
each inning shall be the batter whose name follows that of the last player who batted in the
preceding inning.

e There can be free substitution of players on the field from inning to inning, but not during
an inning unless a player is injured or a pitching change is required.

e The home team will bat last and keep the official score book. It is recommended that the
visiting team also keep a score book as a measure to reinforce the official book. The score
keeper can be a person on or off the roster.

e Base stealing is not allowed in this league. Players must stay in contact with the base until
the ball is hit by the batter or they are otherwise advanced by the umpire.

e An Equalizer Home Run Rule is in effect at all times. One team may not have more than a
“One Home Run Advantage” over their opponent. If a team does hit a home run that would
cause them to have more than a one “home run” advantage over their opponent, the play
shall be called dead and the player who hit the ball over the fence will be called out.

e Male batters will hita 12” ball. Women will hita 11” ball. (Game balls provided by RCYS
league officials). The umpire(s) will swap to the appropriate ball after each batter. A team
MAY NOT provide their own balls. Only RCYS provided balls will be used.

e All hitters will begin their “at bat” with one strike and one ball (aka “1 & 1”).

e Any walk to a male batter will result in 2 bases to the male batter AND if there are two outs,
an automatic walk to the next female batter as well (the “walk” is optional for the female
batter however). Players already on base will advance to the next available base only. A
male runner advancing to second base without touching first base shall be called out if
properly appealed. The next batter will then bat.

e Games will be 55-65 minutes in length or 7 innings, whichever comes first. Games must be
started on time with the exception of the first game which may have a 10 minute Grace
Period. If the grace period is used, the game clock will not start until the actual game
begins. Umpires may shorten games to 55 minutes should they feel the need to do so.

¢ Run Rule (Mercy Rule): The “run/mercy rule” will be 10 after 5. If a team has a “10 run”
lead after the completion of five innings, the game is over and the team with the lead is
declared the winner.
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Under unusual circumstances (such as rain, fire, etc.), 3 %2 innings will constitute an official
game if the home team is ahead. If the home team is not ahead and the game must end prior
the fourth inning, the game will resume at a later date with the score continuing from the
previous game. The League Director reserves the right to cancel games in the event of an
emergency or rain. Games will be rescheduled and the dates set will be binding to both
teams. (Rescheduling of games in not guaranteed due to the tight schedule RCYS operates.)

When a female is batting, no male outfielder may be closer than the painted encroachment
line until the ball is put in play. Female Outfielders may play in front of the encroachment
line at any time.

All players must wear their CURRENT SEASON, RCYS team jersey during games. Lost
jerseys can be replaced for $45. It is costly to replace (or order) only one jersey.

ASA, NSA, and USSSA bats are allowed with the following exceptions. No Ultra, Ultra I,
Launch 5xx series, or other Senior League bats are allowed. All Titanium Bats are banned
from RCYS league too. It is the umpire’s discretion to throw out any bat that he/she feels is
illegal or has been tampered with. All MODIFIED bats (Shaved, Re-painted, etc...) are
illegal.

All teams MUST be ready to play their game 15 minutes prior to your actual scheduled start
time. In the event that the game preceding your game finishes early, the umpires will be
prepared to start subsequent games up to 15 minutes early. (Except for the first game of
the evening.)

Home or Visitor status will be determined in advance and indicated in the official game
schedule - the first team listed is the home team (e.g. Red vs Blue = Red is home team).
EXCEPTION - During tournament games, HOME TEAM will be determined by a COIN TOSS.

All games will be started with an opening prayer. Each team should line up on their
corresponding baseline. Home team has the honors/duty of opening each game in prayer.

%% NEW for 2012 ***
Courtesy Runners - Courtesy Runners will be allowed in all adult league games, including
the tournaments. The following points must be enforced:

a. The courtesy runner must be gender specific — male for male; female for female.

b. Any eligible team player may be a courtesy runner.
If the courtesy runner is still on base when it is his or her turn to bat, an out will be declared
by the umpire and the next batter in the line up will come to bat.

d. A courtesy runner may ONLY run for the same person in any given inning. In other words,
one player can’t serve as the courtesy runner for two different people in the same inning.
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ARTICLE III - REQUIREMENTS & TEAM APPLICATION

1. ALL PARTICIPANTS MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE or OLDER BY THE last scheduled league game
of the current season. (For Spring 2011, that date is June 30th.)

2. All teams must have at least 6 male and 6 female players listed on their roster, but not more
than 18 on their roster. All players MUST meet RCYS Adult League eligibility requirements. (See
Article XV - Eligibility Requirements).

3. Any team who has an illegal player must forfeit all games in which that player has participated
in. It is the responsibility of the player who is questioned on eligibility to prove to the League
Director that they are eligible.

4. Teams must be properly uniformed with the current seasons RCYS issued shirt or jersey at each
game. The RCYS jerseys are a critical component to the environment that we aim to create at
Bethel Park. League jerseys must be worn and the jerseys must not be modified.

5. All teams must apply for entry into the RCYS Adult League. The approval process includes
verification that each team is an actual orthodox church team. The pastor of the church must
agree that their church believes in the truths of Scripture as listed in Article XIII - Foundational
Truths. The pastor of each church team will have to sign a document indicating that their entire
team (each player) meets RCYS Coed League Team Eligibility Requirements. The coach or pastor
should download the “Pastors Verification Form” from our website at www.rcys.net.

ARTICLE IV - REGISTRATION FEE

The registration fee for the 2011 Co-ed Fall Softball League will be $60 per player. Any changes to
the team roster must be submitted on the final roster no later than the beginning of the FIRST
scheduled game of the season. Anyone wishing to make changes to the roster after the first game
must submit in writing (staff@rcys.net) the requested changes in the roster and the reason for
the change. Once approved, REPLACEMENT players may register for $45 each. This is to help
cover the cost of ordering a jersey for that player. Our costs will be higher, but we ask that your
player pays $45 to produce the ONE jersey. (Setup costs for one jersey are expensive). The
replacement player fee of $45 applies only to players who are replacing an existing, already paid,
member on your roster. RCYS may require that add-on players after the 15t game be recruited
from our “Waiting List”, which is comprised of registered players whose status is pending.

Team Sponsorships: Teams may be sponsored by an area business for an additional fee of $200
per team. Sponsorship allows a team to place a business name, church name, or other similar
wording on the back of their team’s jerseys. Please make sponsorship checks payable to RCYS.
Teams are not allowed to do their own printing. RCYS will handle the printing of sponsorship
names during the shirt ordering process.
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ARTICLE V - GAME SUPPLIES

RCYS will provide game balls at each game. Players or teams must bring their own practice balls,
bats, gloves, and catchers equipment (including chest protector and mask although neither is
required) to each game. Teams must chase their own foul balls when their team is batting then
return all foul balls to the umpire. All Game Balls remain the property of RCYS.

ARTICLE VI - START TIMES / GAME CLOCK

The game clock shall start with the first pitch. Exception - During the first game, if a grace period
has been deemed necessary, the game clock will begin at the scheduled start time. The game can
begin when both teams have the minimum number of players required.

In the event of an extended delay (such as injuries or other distractions), the umpire shall stop the
game clock until he deems it appropriate to resume the game.

ARTICLE VII - UNIFORMS

All players in the game must be properly dressed in the current seasons RCYS uniform. Teams
must wear the provided standard RCYS colored shirt or jersey. Metal spikes are not allowed on
cleats. Players may wear pants or shorts. Hats are optional; RCYS does not provide hats for the
adult league. It will be the team manager’s responsibility to enforce the uniform code of the league.

Regarding proper dress, no hat, shirt or other article of clothing must display any message that
does not represent Christ or His church. This would include the names of questionable rock
bands, questionable radio stations, etc... Please be very careful with your choice of clothing that
you wear at RCYS games and or in Bethel park. No pants or shorts should have writing across the
back side (e.g. like cheerleader shorts/pants, etc...) All shorts must come to mid-thigh.

Additionally, all clothing must be modest, not too tight, not revealing. Bethel park is a family
atmosphere and our standards are much higher than the “world’s” standards.

At Bethel, it is not our desire to be legalistic. But we do desire to maintain an atmosphere and an
image that is different than the rest of the world.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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ARTICLE VIII - FORFEITS

At the start of every game, each team must be ready to play with at least 8 players. (Refer to
Article II - Rules for batting order information.) If a team does not have a minimum of 8
players from their roster, they will have to forfeit their game. (See Article IX regarding use of
Pickup Players)

Games should start on time, but a 10 minute grace period can be extended for the first game only.
The ten minutes will be given as a grace period if teams are waiting for additional players. If a
team is not ready to play on time, then a forfeit will be declared and the winner will be the team
that has the most players ready to play.

Any team forfeiting TWO games during the season will automatically be dropped from the league
at the time of their 2nd forfeit (Exception - If the TWO forfeits are on the same day and are back to
back games (e.g. Double Header), then the team may not be automatically dropped.) In the event
that a team forfeits out of the League, the remaining teams will be given a win for any competition
against that team, regardless of the original outcome of previous games. A team which has been
dropped from the league may appeal to the RCYS Committee. A $100 re-entry fee will be required
for any team that is dropped from the league and wishes to re-enter.

ARTICLE IX - “PICKUP” PLAYERS

During REGULAR SEASON games only, teams may pick up a maximum of TWO players so that
they do not have to forfeit a game. A team must have EIGHT of their own players present as listed
on their roster - then they can pickup up to TWO more. The only players who are eligible to be
picked up are other, registered, RCYS adult league players (who are wearing their RCYS team
jersey). A team may not pickup the same player more than twice in one season. In addition, no
individual player may serve as a PICKUP PLAYER more than once in any 12 hour time period -
UNLESS there aren’t any other pickup players available. Any team using pickup players MUST first
use all of their available roster players. Then up to TWO additional pickup players can be used.
(e.g. An injured player would not be an available player and therefore a pickup player can play for
an injured player.) TOURNAMENT GAMES - Pickup players are not allowed during tournament
games. Only players who are listed on the official team roster may play in a TOURNAMENT GAME.

ARTICLE X - PLAYOFFS AND FINALS

To be eligible for the playoffs, a player must be listed on the official team roster AND have played
in or at least three of the team’s regular season games. RCYS reserves the right to determine how
many teams make the “playoffs”. Typically, the top eight teams will make the playoffs. If time
permits, RCYS reserves the right to include more teams in the playoffs - up to all the teams.
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ARTICLE XI - CONDUCT

1. Managers and players shall conduct themselves at all times with good sportsmanship. The
manager/coach is responsible for his/her player’s conduct both on and off the field.
Unsportsmanlike conduct (of any kind) will not be tolerated, and the officials will be instructed to
eject from the game any player, coach, manager, or spectator who behaves in an unsportsmanlike
manner. The ejected person will not return to the specific field where the offense occurred for the
remainder of the day. (See # 5 below, Penalty for ejection from a game.)

2. Consumption of Alcoholic Beverages - the rules prohibiting the consumption of alcoholic
beverages on Bethel Church property will be strictly enforced. Penalty for consumption of
alcoholic beverages by an individual player, coach, manager or a team, at the site of a game, before,
during or after the game shall result in the immediate suspension of the entire team from further
participation in the league for the remainder of the season. Re-entry status for the following year
will be as a new team. MANAGERS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL TEAM PLAYERS KNOWING
AND ADHERING TO THE RULES OF CONDUCT!

3. Bethel Park and all Bethel grounds are a Tobacco Free Zone. Therefore, ALL tobacco use in the
park, in Bethel parking lots, or on any Bethel properties - is absolutely prohibited. Violators will
be asked to leave the park. This includes any and all tobacco products (e.g. Chewing Tobacco,
Snuff, Cigarettes, Cigars, etc...)

4. Profanity / Vulgarity — The use of profane language will not be tolerated. Bethel Park s a
PRIVATE park and we reserve the right to eject anyone from the park who violates this rule.
Profanities include any and all words or phrases that would be considered offensive to children,
women, or God Himself. Using the Lord’s name in vain is not tolerated. Statements such as “Oh
God”, or “God Almighty”, “Jesus” or “Jesus Christ” are very clear examples of using the Lord’s name
in vain - that is unless you are truly worshipping God in the use of those names or phrases.

CONSEQUENCES - No Warnings Necessary — anyone using profanities or vulgar language will be
ejected from the park for the remainder of the day.

5. Penalty for ejection from any game will result in the following:

a) FIRST OFFENSE - suspension from ONE league game. If the offense occurs during the game,
the result is ejection from that game, plus the team’s next scheduled game. If the ejection
occurs after the game, penalty is suspension from the team’s next game only.

b) SECOND OFFENSE - suspension from the Co-ed Softball League for the remainder of the
season. No refunds will be given.

6. At no time shall anyone debate or teach doctrinal beliefs that are different than that of Bethel
Christian Church - while on Bethel properties. [See ARTICLE XVII - What Does Bethel
Believe?]
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ARTICLE XII - GAME PROTESTS

RCYS nor Bethel Christian Church entertains “Game Protests”. Why? Because this is a league
designed for fellowship. Game protests come from a deeper root in ego and pride. There will
likely be cases where one team loses over a bad call. The reality is, these games aren’t that
important. The greater lesson is that of humility. This is a fellowship league. All players and
coaches must agree to let the Umpires Call stand. There are no exceptions to this rule.

Colossian 3:15 “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were
called to peace.”

ARTICLE XIII - RESPONSIBILITIES OF TEAM MANAGERS AND COACHES

1. Ensure that the team is properly uniformed prior to the start of the season.

2. Ensure that all members of the team know and adhere to the League Rules.

3. Ensure that WHEN you are the HOME TEAM, that you keep an accurate SCORE BOOK for
your game.

4. Ensure that your team'’s entry fee and rosters are submitted by the deadlines.

5. Notify team members regarding time, place and date of games, game cancellations,
rescheduled games,
postponed games, and any other League issues that may occur during the season.

6. Represent the team at meetings called by RCYS.

7. Ensure that the team brings adequate equipment to each game.

8. Ensure that neither you nor your team mates teach any other doctrine than that which

Bethel Christian Church firmly proclaims. If you are unsure about what Bethel believes,
please see Ken Stokes or Kenny Stokes. You may also contact any of the RCYS Committee
Members.

ARTICLE XIV - Pastors / Coaches

God has blessed Bethel with a wonderful facility and this sports ministry. Please help us maintain
this program by ensuring that your teams are representative of your church. This league is not
designed for “stacked” teams. Pastors, when you submit your application for entry into the RCYS
Adult League, you will be signing a document indicating your team (each player) meets the RCYS
Eligibility Requirements (see Article XV - next). Church teams must be accountable to you, the
pastor. Any difficulties we experience will be communicated to you, the pastor. We expect that
you will handle those particular difficulties to bring your team back into compliance with RCYS
League Rules and Objectives. In addition, we expect that you and your team refrain from teaching
any doctrines (on Bethel properties) that would be contrary to what Bethel believes. [See
ARTICLE XVII - What Does Bethel Believe?] Your church must also comply with Article XVIIL.
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ARTICLE XV - Eligibility Requirement for RCYS Adult League Teams

L All teams must be a church team.
IL. Church Teams may consists of the following:

a. Standard Church Team (Maximum 18 players)
i. Minimum of 8 church members (You may have 18 members, but you must have a min. of 8)

Definition: Church Members are people who attend your church at least four
times per month (e.g. Sunday morning, evening, other prayer times, other church
Bible studies, etc... all qualify as opportunities to attend.) Just saying they’re a
member does not qualify them.

ii. Maximum of 10 frequent attendees (There isn’t a minimum number, just no more than 10)
Definition: Frequent attendees are people who attend your church at least twice
per month. (e.g. Sunday morning, evening, prayer time, Bible study, etc... all
qualify as opportunities to attend.)

iii. Maximum of 4 non-members (You aren’t required to have any)

Definition: Non-members may not currently attend at all; however, you must be
aggressively seeking to convert these non-members into “Frequent attendees” if
not “church members.” The allowance of non-members MUST NOT be used to
bring in players who are “hired guns”. RCYS will not hesitate to inquire of
pastors about Non-Member players who demonstrate they are well beyond the
average ball player in our church league.

IIIl. TWO CHURCH COMBINATION TEAM: If a church still does not have enough players to
make a team, then Two Churches may COMBINE together to build one team, but they are
still obligated by the requirements listed above. One church may have 3 members and the
other have 5 members. Aslong as you have a minimum of 8 church members between the
two churches. One church can have 4 frequent attendees and the other church may have 6
frequent attendees for a maximum of 10 frequent attendees. One church might have 2 non-
members and the other church have two non-members for a maximum of 4 non-members.
Keep in mind, ONLY two churches may combine to make a team - not three or more
churches.

The CATCH regarding Non-members is this: Non-members will be allowed to play for two
seasons (one year) at RCYS. After one year (two seasons), if they have not migrated to either
Frequent Attendee status or Church Member status, then they will have to sit out two seasons (one
year) at RCYS. Why? If your church is unable to reach the non-members after two seasons of
fellowship, we feel that in most cases, those people only want to play softball. We hope this gives
churches the incentive to become aggressive in trying to “reach” those non-members and turn
them into followers of Christ, and thereby members or frequent attendees.
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Article XVI - Tournament Play

All teams must be READY TO PLAY, 15 minutes prior to your schedule game time. Umpires will
try and start games early (up to 15 minutes early) wherever possible. While it is the intent of
RCYS to play double elimination tournaments, RCYS does reserve the right to setup single
elimination tournaments whenever it feels that such a move is necessary in order to solve
scheduling challenges. In such cases, it is likely that in a single elimination tournament, the last
four teams would play double elimination rounds. Tournament games will use the International
Tie Breaker rule when the game clock has expired and at the end of the inning, the game score is
tied.

Article XVII - What Does Bethel Believe?

Bethel believes in teaching the entire Scriptures - nothing more, nothing less. We believe in the
literal interpretation of Scripture. We believe Scripture must be interpreted using solid exegetical
principles (obtaining the original intent of the author). We believe that all Scripture must be
understood according to its context and that the original meaning must be understood.

1. That God created all that is. We deny any teaching that suggest the universe just came to exist
without God. (Genesis 1:1, Col 1:1-16, John 1:1-4)

2. We believe that Jesus has existed for all time (John 1:1, Col 1:15-16, Heb 1:3) That before His
incarnation, the Word (which is Jesus) was with God in the beginning and according to John 1,
Col 1 and other passages, that Jesus is the creator of everything.

3. That while God created Adam and Eve sinless, they, of their own free will, chose to disobey God
and thereby brought all of man-kind into a state of sin (fallen state).

4. Because of our fallen state - in sin, we were separated from God and apart from salvation
through Jesus Christ, man is condemned to eternal torment in hell.

5. We believe God loves us so much, that He sent His Son to earth, to die for us (John 3:16). As the
penalty for sin is death, Jesus came to die and pay that penalty of death, a penalty which once
was upon the heads of all men.

6. We believe that Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary. Jesus did not have a human father and
therefore was born sinless - that is without the guilt of sin. Because Jesus lived an absolute
sinless life, only He was qualified to die for the sins of mankind and redeem mankind.

7. We believe that Mary was the mother of Jesus but that Mary was simply a young girl, nothing
more, nothing less. Mary is not deity and Mary was not born of a virgin herself. That is human
tradition in some religions - but it is absolutely not found in Scripture.

8. The Bible clearly refers to Jesus as God; the Bible clearly refers to the Holy Spirit as God; and
the Bible clearly refers to the Father as God. As all three persons are declared God by the
Scriptures and yet we know there is only one God, the only conclusion is that there is ONE
GOD, comprised of three persons - the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
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Article XVIII - Foundational Truths that all Participating Churches Must Believe In.

=

Jesus is the Son of God, born of the Virgin Mary. (John 3:16; Matthew 1:23)

Jesus is God incarnate - which is to say Jesus is also God. (John 1:1-14)

3. Jesus is the Alpha & Omega, the beginning and the end. Therefore, Jesus is eternal. Jesus has
existed from the beginning of time and will always exist. (Rev 1:8 and 1:17)

4. Jesus atoning work on the cross is the propitiation for our sins. (John 3:16)

Salvation only comes through faith in Jesus Christ. (John 14:6)

N

v

Article XIX - Miscellaneous

No Pets are allowed in Bethel Park during group gatherings (Softball, practices, games, etc...)
TO BE CLEAR - No pets are to be brought to the park during practices, games, or other scheduled
events.

Bethel Park is not to be used to give away Kkittens, puppies, or any other animals. Bethel Parkis a
contiguous parcel of land with Bethel Church. Although Field Rd. separates the two properties,
Bethel owns it all. Therefore, all prohibitions about pets, tobacco, etc... apply on both sides of the
gate as well as parking areas, shoulders of Field Rd.,, etc...

Lights must be turned out on fields whenever they are not REQURIED for game play.
Concessions building, upstairs and downstairs is off limits to EVERYONE except for authorized
RCYS volunteers.

Bethel Park ball fields are not to be used without PRIOR permission. Due to an extremely packed
schedule for youth practices, youth games, and Bethel Church team practices, all other field times
are closed to allow the fields some time to rest and recover.

This is the end of RCYS Regulations. Where the RYCS regulations are silent, ASA Rules apply. At
all times, the umpire on the field has the final call. The umpires will always do their best to call a
fair game. As stated earlier, game protests are not allowed at RCYS. We remind everyone that
softball games do not affect our place in eternity with Jesus. Let’s not allow softball games on
earth to become a divisive tool of Satan.

Colossian 3:15 “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were
called to peace.”
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2011 RCYS COMMITTEE

Kenny Stokes
Kim Flanagan
Ginger Gray
Kay Boyette
Woody Jarrett
Jay Leach

Les Potts

Billy Boyette
Ken Stokes
Trina Potts
Brad Flanagan
Gene Couch
Charles Lowery

Ken Stokes (Senior Pastor of Bethel Christian Church)
ken@bcchome.org

Kenny Stokes (Associate Pastor of Bethel Christian Church)
kenny@bcchome.org

Shawn Edenfield (Youth Pastor of Bethel Christian Church)
shawn@bcchome.org

Church Office

staff@bcchome.org

Executive Director (Youth & Adult)
Concessions Coordinator
Concessions Coordinator
Community Sponsorship Coordinator
Field Manager

Field & Team, Equipment Manager
Park maintenance Manager

Park Operations Manager

Senior Advisor

Treasurer / Registration Coordinator
Umpire Manger

Park Security

Park Security Assistant

Contact Numbers

770.845.1320

770.845.0330

770.483.2371

770.483.2371

2011 Fall Champions

Bethel Christian Church - Blue Team
Congratulations!
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Notes:
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